Immune surveillance and anti-tumor immune responses: an anatomical perspective.
The development of adaptive immune responses against infectious agents relies on the initiation of antigen specific immune responses in secondary lymphoid organs and on the migration of effector cells at the site of infection. Similarly, the development of anti-tumor immunity depends on the recognition of tumor-derived antigens by specific lymphocytes in the context of the lymphoid tissues and on the re-localisation of the cells to the site of cell transformation. Here, we will review the preclinical studies, which have defined the spatial and temporal organisation of anti-tumor immunity, and discuss the implications of these findings in active immunotherapy.